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T E RAF ARNO D 8 P
.
A

.
A

.
SCHEMES (1941-1943)

THE PAN AMERICAN AIRWAYS NA GATION TRAINING P N (1941-19421

pl .. _[ .(q ) THE REGISTERS P.A.A. [ Scheme
R E 1

F Norm n Bate MBE Owen D Mor n
51 Henley Road 27 Oakt ds A enue
Lei ter t Brookmans P r
LE3 9RD H fi e d, Her s.REG IST ER q UH
Tele/F . 0116-2519454 Tele 01707 5608

. .. . . ... .... .P.A.A. FOUNDEA MEMBEAS LIST ( t 01.03.96)
Prina pal As s o te (* r t 1_

ra e y Ijg>e *)
Mrs Nell Su on
War idow of (Adiacent s Ond olumns show A old Sc e tr ans ers)

J seph, ( 42/5 )
(In o ation) (In o m o )

ANDRE S R L DFC 4 /1 Dec'd Md L . 5TER J S V OBE DFC* DFM 41Ji
BAILEY K J 4 _ MORGAN O D 41
B ILEY W G 42 3 Ev der MORGA A T 41/2 Dec'd
BOWEN P G 41 MORRIS A R DFC• 41/1
BROWN F 42/1 Dec'd NEL ON T 42 5
BEW S D B DFC* 41/1 NICHOLSON I H OFC DFM 42 3 42-E POW
BUDINGER A T 42 O'NEILL F DFM 41/G Dec'd
CLARKE A G DFC 42/6 PAYNE R H DFC 42/4
COHN E L DFC MiD 42 3 PINNELL H E V 42/442FG-POW
CONDIE R H B 42/4 PO ELL G DFC 41/G
DELBRIDGE K S DFC 42/5 PUGH-JONES J 41/G
DIAMOND F G DFC 42/3 RAWLINSON B A 42 3 POW
DIX K 42/3 42-E POW RI HARDSON 0 S DFC 42
FOSTER E DFM 42/2 ROGERS J R 42/3 POW Q
GARGINI E J (Polish OM) 42/4 42-E POW* SAMPSON J C DFC* 42/5
GRIFF N W 42/1 Dec'd SANNE IONES G A 42/1
HARRIS B DFC 42 2 SHAW R S 42/1
HAT AWAY S F 42 5 42-H POW SHERRY B J 42/ Q
HIGSON F G 41 SKYRME R D MiD 41/1
HOBGEN C W 42 6 POW SMITH E C 42/?
HOLMES M F 42/8 STE NA T R S DFC 42 5 42-1POW
HOWELL D L DFC 42/ 42•G P W STURGES F A 42/
JENNINGS J H OFC DFM 42/5 POW THOMAS J A 42/1
JDNES W D DFC 41/1 Dec'd THDRPE E F 41/1
JONES P R DFC 42/ 42-G POW WAINWRIGHT J A DSO MiD42 3
KERR F T MBE 42/4 POW WALLIS A D DFC 42/4/ 42-E
LAKE J E 41/G WHEWELL J 42/1
LEAVERS R A UFM 42 WILKIN F J CBE DFM 42 1
LOBBAN J A 42/6 42-F POW' YOUDAN A T DFC 42 / 42-I P W
LOV TT L L R 42/ And Four Reaistr s
The Re ister welc es Edw rd J KING oi 41/2 as Founder Me ber N° 4

Row and H HALE oi 42/1 as Founder Memb r N°66 Ev der
REGISTRA TS

HARVEY Rober J 42/1 POW WIW A S John T 42 2
SIMPSON Ar hur 42/2 POW WILLIAMS Mar n L 42/1
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_
in

_
o f Ro v a l Air Fo rc e Ob e rv e r (Na v i a to r) c a de ts in the

Unit d St te durin the 1 39 194 W r.
. 1. During e 19 9-1945 W , t Uni d St es rn de table t e

United ngdom r in tr n n fa l tie s , whic h, e o A r Fo rce ,covered prim ly e tr a ning ot ir ew. Three s hem were intr oduced

8 . T e B tis h Fl ying T i ing Sc oo ls ' Sche me in t e U.S .A., fo r Pilo t
tr inin - ( 6 of an estab shment or 7 AF BFTSs took offj .

b
_ e 'A o d Scheme', named after Gener l Amold, Deputy Chief of

S s nd Chief of Army Air Corps, whc o ered

) C ty in Army Ar Corp Schools for Pilot tr aining_
u) C pe ty in Pan Ameri n A nvays N iga o S o l. tte

Un v y o1 Mi i, Florid for bserv er (Nav getor)
raining..

C. e Towe rs Sche me ', name d a er Admir Tower , w c of e red
c p ci t t e Unit d S b s N vy Tr irt in Scho , Pe s co la,Flo , Pilo , en ers d Wireless Oper JAir Gunner
from bo he Roy Na Fl ee t Air Ar and the RA F.

s cc unt deals ie ly w h tf e training of Ob rvers a g a r ) by
t e PA A. N vig o ool nd o er tf e est b i hment of th
Scheme, t e ning det» ls, numbe input and tn d, nd intended
opera o d tin s. ef ren e is lso m de to Ob erver tr ini g by
the U.S .N. t Pe ns l as the ir s hoo l ls o too k a nurn r of RA F. U/T
Pilo eliminee rom the 'Amold Scheme' and po ib y their ow 'TowerS h me'-

PAA o e nd 2 .. Thoug h th t in i g of Ob e n rs by P
_
A

. came und r the um x e lls o f
G r l Arnald's the 'Amo d S e ', PA did in f d m ke th eir o n of er to tr in

R
. .

F
. pu il Obs e rvers , 1 ead of t e in r l o m l Arno d

d s . sions. In O obe 19 0 they of red o pro de ne igation tr aining
l t e c RA F. Obser e s under condit ons th t ould require l

s d to e sent o t eir schools dviliens an os nsibly t be
tr ned f v irline oomp nies.Th e RA F. oonsidered ending gro ups ot 10 s der on a 12 week's
our e eng h ot PAA urse) , their aramament aining o e c rri

out either in C n de or c in U.K Due o the U.S. Neutr ality
pupils would h ve to rom the A e c n oon nen .Th e C n di Govem nt objecled to send'mg R.C_A.F tr ainees s
t ey were e ending t e r own tr eming t li e nd trom the We
Indies su le white tr nees, due tv U.S. oo our b r restri t ons, ould
not be ou d. Pla s were then delayed, due to t e m eesed use of
t e P AA s oo by tte U.S. A my Air Corps, but late the d te ot 22nd
M o 19 1 w ffere d or the r t int ke and agre eme nt g ive n t t
f e pupis could oom fr om e U.K civilians. In response to ti is the
RA F. pl nne to s e nd O s e er des bned for Coas t l Co mrn nd,G rtera Reoogn ss nce (G R.Jsquadrons.
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It was ended that hese studer s, ex-Initial Training V ing T.W.), would be
released fr om t e ervice , pro to Canada and on to P.A.A in plain dot es
and would be re er ered into the R.A.F. on return to t e U.K. Howe er, e
provision of ining f a lti es by the U.S., bot t e arnount made avail ble and
t e acceptan of stude , s ma e mu h simp er by t e pa sing by t e
U.S. Congress of the Le se Lend Law on 11th Mar h 1 1. In ormal
dis s s ians we re alres dy proce ding bet een Ge neral Amd d and t e B tis h
A Atta e in Washi gton in respe t ot pitot aining and at the same time a
specifi c o er to send 10 U observe on the Ma ch c ur e at PA A., Coral
Gables , was a cepted ( ours e 41E 24t Mar l0 27th June 19 1).
Fa rm l ne g o tia o n qui c y fo llowe d a nd at the Air Minis tr o n 13th April 19 4 1

,
Ge ne r Am o ld o ffe re d ro the RA F. at a m e e ti ng cha ired b Air Me m be r o r
Training (A

.
M .T.) , one third oi the pilot tr aining cap a ty of t e U.

S
. A my Air

C rp Sd ools end the whole o the naviga on training pa ty of P
.
A.A.

In response to this e A M
.
T

.
's stat were contemplati ng int kes of 190 every

7/8 we ks to PA
.
A. and to l input by July 1 2 of 1850 .

Plan ed 3. Gener l Ar old's o er was a pted and urgent p anning of pilot and
intakes observer inputs brought the early sailing o( substar number t both
Tr inina s emes . A s econd cours e of 10 U T oberv ers w sent to P.AA nd s tarted
5chool tr aining on 5th Mey 1941 {Course 41F) . e inibal cap a ty originally offered
loca on t PA A. wa reduoed for po lrbc l r as ons , s P.A.A. ns is ted on retaining 50

U
.
S

. stude s per urse , so the planned int ke of RA F. U/ T obsenrer was
agreed at 150 and the our e lengt s in eased to 15 weeks.
R

.
A

.
F

. pup intakes co mrnenced on 3rd July 194 1 and conbnued int king
eve ry 7/ 8 wee ks giving a pupil popul ti on of 300 .

Th e s chool w the Pan American Naviga Sc oo l at the Uni e ity of
Miami, Cor l Gables , Flond , the fl ying bas e wa at Dinner Key a d ell t e
c dets were housed in th e San Sebasti an Hot l, ad oent to th e Univer ity and
me ls were taken in the Universi y's canteen c m lex.

Trainino 4 . e nature of t e b ining to be g iven by P.A. w of cons iderable
s l bus . concern to t e R F , bec use the PA A 's s choo cours es were far e
Change tr aining of navigetion offi s for their own ocean c l tr ansport routes us ng
to R.A.

F
. fl ying boats. The ground tr aining wa araugh, but it had a defin te Astr o-

ne d . n vig tion basis, the ourse subje being Na igabon Theory (DR-Astr o- DF/
W , Theoret l N viga on Fl ght, Air Exce ra es and Meteorology. The
pre cal fl y ng c rried out was very small, comprising only 50 hours fl ying, 01
whic just 4 hours ere as fi rs t navigator.

R.A F. ne sary s ubjec , s uch as
signalli , re onnaissan , photogr phy, a mament nd area sea were not
overed.

Th e R
.
A

.
F

.
h d hoped , w en Gene ral Amold's offe r w s made ,

iar t e full use
of P

.
A

_
A 's far litie so that th e sc ool ould be run under t eir supe is on s

a R.A.
F

.
Air Ob erver Navigati on School (AONS)

,
but this proved impo sible

a in d is us s io ns a P .A.A. , t e latte r m a int ne d all g rad ua s s ho uld

me sure up to heir stand rd of tr aining .
A urse extension to 15 weeks had lready been ag reed and in July 1 t a

Royal Air Forae o cer ined P
.
A

.
A

.
's st f to add RA F. nar tgabon aspe s to

he ground syllabus tr aining, nd later,
in eptember 194 1

. ...................
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armam ent t in ng w s add ed
_

Atte m pts o in e ase e amo un of pra ca l fl ying
ra ning er oon nually prevente d by shorta ge of ir aft - P

.
A

. s Bee t be ing
o ly 4 Con o lid te d Co mmo ore flying boai ( 0 - 5 kno ) an d 1 Vought-Siko ky
(f ur e n g ir fl i g bo a t Ge ne r d is s a s fa o n w i t e ina d e q u o f t te
c r , n co p red to t e R

.
A

.
F

.
's own A N S cour e of 3 we e ks nd t e

requirem e s of w r me operat ona l avigating lead to ntinuin d is ssio s.The P A s c ho 's C ie f In s uc r'o r (Mr C
.J . Lu nn ) vis i e d tf e Air Minis try in Aug us t

19 4 1 end a fulle unde r t nd ing o f what was ne ed d wa real sed
, at t e sa e

ti e t RA F
. a pp e a a tin g t t tt e P

.
A

.
A

. tr ine d o bs e r e r w o uld b e o f a h i h
qu liiy due to t e in e sity of tr ir ng on t P

.
A.A. sy labus . As a res utt oi the

Chief In t or's s t a rev e syllabus was ag ree d by O ct e r 19 1 and run on
RA F line s ; the RA F s t f s tr ng th at t e s ch o o b th s ti m e w as 7 c s an d 1
e ge ant. In De ember 19 4 1 syn e t c bom bing te cher n nav gation

t i e r w being oon t c ed in one of t e we rs of the Univ r ity .A empts to le r he n e ur e o 20 wee cs proved uns u oe s ful, mainly due to
th on nui g s hort ge of s uitable tr aining air raf and all cours es t roug h P.A.A.s ed t 15 week ' dur ti on with a planned input of 150. Initi ll A.M.T's st ff
pl nned a w s ge rate oi 20%, but t e RA F. Delegation. W shington, c ns de ed
159 be m e like y . In e e ve t, was tag e wa under 3 .5% - om a planned

ke rat of 150 t e verage ac al out ut was 145_
i 5 . A m ntioned, t re RA F. U obs e r e rs e e in ti lly se nt to U.S .A o m

o ob erver 1he U.K (via Can da), as wer U Pilots or t e 'Arnold' sch o s_
a . Ho ever, the probtem aro e r e re-tr aining of pilot elimir ee in the U_SA

,particula iy thos e from the 'A old' schoo ls . In Augus t 1 1 t ar nged for
ll r ew pup ts undergoing tn ning in e U.S., who ailed to oomplete their

u se . wo dd e posted ba c o C da to e Compos te Tr ining S ool,R.CA F., Trenton, Ont rio, selec io to nother c tegory and then ti nue
tr inin in C n d or U.

S
. imine p lo ts res e lec ed r obs e n er tr ain ng were

usu lly e PA A. Coral Gable , or t e USN,Pens a; (no e pe onnel
rem s tere d o g ro und tr des were re r i ed to fi ll vec n e in the e s tablis hment
of ols in Canada or g e t ade tr ini g). As a result of t i po i y de sion
t e n ber f direct ent ants from the U.K. f lat r c u es (pl nned at 150) was

odified to allow a mix of Dire ent artts and Pilot e mine s from Course 42 3
or ward5.

7ower ' S erne . Following negotia o s between Gener l A ld nd t e Air Ministr
U.S .N. Pen a ola 1l e U.S . Navy offered , in May 1 41, un er t e a s pic S of Admir f

Towe , f c l es to tr in RA F_ nd R.N_Fleet r m pilo and, in
ddi on , obse r ers and wirte ss ope rator/ ir g unne r , a eir P n o , Florida

s o . The 'To w rs ' s c e m e w o a o c p o n e a c inf ke 6 0 R
.
A F

_
U/ T pilo ts ,3 R

. U o bs e nre rs . 3 0 U T w ire le s s o pe r t r/a ir-g u nn rs a nd 4 0 F
.
A

.
U

p lol s . e fi rs t ours e left t e U
.
K on 6 th July 1 4 1 and omme no d tr aining on

2 7th July 1 4 1.
As t e U.S.

Navy ha d no sp c fi c and se para e ob e nre r sylla
t w ag ree d R.A F

. obse rvers would do e na ga o n p r oi the pilot's cours e ,whi would ind ud e some ele me nts o f t e R
. .

F
. observer w urse syllabus,

for
w hic h 2 R

.
Ge ne ral Re nn is s nce (G

.
R) ir ud o r w e e po s te d to Pe n s a o la _The g ro nd co urs e l s te d 8 w e e ks nd t e n h e o bs e rv s we re po s te d r

p p o xim ate ly 1 2 we e k o a U
.
S

.
Na vy pa tr o l s q uad ro n o p e ra ng w ith the AtlanOc
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Fleet By O ber 1941 e regular Aow of pupils, ma nly pilots, wa being
m i ined in Pensaool , but t bec me ne e sary to redu he numbe
being serrt rorn the U.K. b the U.S. to a minimum end, in line wi the 'Amo d'
s eme it as de ded hat observer a d w reless operator/ ir gunner pupils
should be drawn hom pilot eliminees in he U.S.A Only 6 observers nd 3
wirele s operato lair gunners were sent hom t e U.K. o Pensa ola.Cess ' n of

Trainina . 7. ith the entry of e U.S . into the wer on 7t Deoember 1 41, bo the
Tot l output 'Amold' sc eme and 'T r ' scheme were affec ed b tf e need of t e

U.
S

. my Air Corps pa er t e U.S . A r For e) and the U
.
S . Navy e xp r

training faa li es or heir own use. A so the R. F. in 1942 re lised that t eir
p anned wor d wide tr ning scheme were out of balenoe with oper ti on
requirements an certain planned capad es would not be needed. The ef ect
of thes e i s ues was that int kes to obs erver inin ceased at P.A. ,

Coral
Gables , wit he entry of Cours e N°42/6 on 3rd July 1942 (graduated 14t

ober 1942) and the last ob e er inp t b Pensa ola w in April 1942 nd
w reless operatorl air gunner in June 1942. The lot l number of obser e

ai ed end ou put in the U.S. was 1715, divided as follows-

a rom PA A. Sc oo l
,

C ral Gables :- (1 41 307 . (1942) 870; Tot 1177
b. hom U.S N. Sc oo , Pers c l :- ' 60, ' 478; ' S38

Observers
s ubs e a ue r 8 .

Wit re g rd to the ne xt s g e ot t a in ng o f the RA F
. o bs e e rs , who

des n o s. gr dua d from the P A
. school; it h d been in ended or e to

mplete t e r tr ining t Bombing nd Gunnery Schools, prefer bly in C n da.
Howe ver,

by the autumn of 1 41 oonsiderable dif ulty w s bein e erien ed
in providing bombing and gunnery tr aining or the Cor l Gables ou pu
The Canad a Govemment were asked to provide the fa liti es, but were
un ble ooept t e w ole out ut without i rming new s t ools. The fi st two
courses ex P.A , both 10 str on , had roc eded to N 2 B and G Sc ool,
R.CA F. Mo s bank, but en t w s an ng ed t t ll subs equent gra uates
should retum dire to he U.K. to reoeve their furt er training. It was intended,
based on t e planned w st ge r te of 20 (of 150 input), that the 120
obser e retuming should be furt er tr ned, s follows -

8. one t ird (40) should be sele ted for observ e radio duti es and serrt b the
Radio School, Prestw k, for a 4 weeks' radio course, prior to posting to
F ghter Command Ni ht Fig hte r perat nal Training Units (O.T.U.).

b. t e re mainder ( 0) would all omplete a 6 weeks' bombing and gunnery
cour e , aft whi h

i. 32 would be posted to Bomber Command O.T.U'S, and
ii 48 would be des ned for Coast l Comrn and, d w uld ry out a

3-weeks' G.R. ourse at the G.R. Sc ool, Squires G e, bef re proc eding to a
C a t l Command O.T.U.
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To what extent these pl nned i ns were f low d is not known i r
e were decided in mid 19 1 t e fi r ours e , ex P.AA did not

arr e l in the U.K. until Nove be 19 1 and e le t ourse a ye r
lab r. A s o the w s t ge r t s we e Iow nd t e er ge out were
145 wi h operabonel re uiremer const r ty ch ng ng_ From e 146
who re med 'm f ovember 19 1 the number se ec ed f r e obs r er
rad o role w s r sed t .

Ob erv s' dress 9. In v ew of the require ne ts th t t e RA F. pe o nel prooeedin to
in the U_S. the U.S. in 1941, should t e civili ns, lea t n dress fte e Lend

Le se l w w s p e d in M rch, s ui able kitt;n was e c ed e it er
he ore leaving he U.K. or in C n d . Per onnel on t e 6r ours e
to PA A., Corel Gables, we e s ued wi h a gre c vil n su t at RA F.Wilms ow t w ich l erati s, ne s ry, were m de t R.C. F.M nning Depot. Toro o. At e depot an issue w s ma e of
R.CA F. summe un f r - khaki - w ich becarne he uniform whilst
o duty t P.AA with ail c d s we aring t e blue R.A.F. forage c p ,wi h white fl ash. A l RA F. un rms were p dced nd sent in
adv ce but re ined unused o e 6 t two m urses. Courses
42/ 1 onw r s w nt into uni l win t e U.S .' e try intv t e w r
on 71h D e ber 19 1.

Wri er's No e_ 10 . n a ers on l note I wis h t point out th the ma purpo e of th is
ac ual aooount of how and when RA F. U/T o e vers were sent t:o e U.S. b r tr inin , is
for be brief ' dcup' n orm on Dr Gilbert 5. Guinn o Lander Co tege,Green oad, Sau Carolin h s already re eard ed rom his vi t t the U.K in 1981-198 ;
bee n given b the of iaers of 'T e Arnoki Sc eme eg is er' nd rom m ny pers o al
n rreti s se him o ex A F. pe onnel, who were 'A old' or T owe s' s e
pilots or P. . or 'Towe ' s e e obsen ers. I hope th t some of the inform tion may be
ne w or wi l, t le t put s ome alre dy known c in a d onolog ical or e r. I have not
g en ny pe son expe e ces, det ils of routes to nd rom the U.S., recepti on in C nad

the we c me given the wh e time o U.K. U/T c d s in Coral Gab es, Mi mi nd
e lse er . T i s be ing fully w t en up by Dr. Guinn en ls o ppee s in e x a in ' e
A no d Ne r '. oweve r, as a me be r of he rs t main oours e b PA A

. ( °4 1/1), I w s h to
s y how ery w oome we were mad by the Ioca p ople; f ili s; Chur ttes (C l G es
M tl odi t); organ s ns (Americ n Legion); hoie/s (Cromwell, Mi mi e h) and d ubs.F endships were s d cwhich have las d m ny ye r and like ot ers I am one of those
who h s re isited - 40 years on - Coral Gables, Miami, and met gain riends of 1941_

24 MarCh 19 7 v- •wen D organ
P.A.A. Register - Foun er Member 010
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Annex 1.

Summ ry of R.A.F_U Observer Cou se t Pan Ameri Ain ays
p al Gables. Miami. Florid . U.S.A. - 1941-1942.

Date of Cou e Planned Date of Numbers
Insput Numt er I t ke N s Oulput Gradua ed Commer s

........................................................................................................................
1941 1 1

24 Ma 4 1 E 10 27 June 10 12 weeks' cou se

5 May 4 1 F 10 27 July 10 12 ks' ur

3 Juty 4 1/1 15D 16 O ob r 146 Cou e length
e tended

24 Aug t 41 2 150 7 Dece m er 141 to
15 w ks

17 O o r 42/1 150
, ,

5 Dece mbe r 42/2 150 30 January 137

2 0 March 145

30 J nu ry 42 150 15 May 148

20 M h 42/4 150 3 July 148

15 May 42 5 150 28 August 147

3 July 42/6 150 14 D tob r 147

.......................................................... ..........

Input 122 0 Graduated 1 179
(Note

Plar ed Wast ge (U.K plenners in A.M. 20
Ad ual r mum wast oe (assuming ll
courses input at planned fi gures_

) 3.3
%

No .1. D te of Input Ap R from the 6rs t two inputs of 0 pupils, co rs es were p enned t
ir ke temate 7 8 we ks, r a 15 weeks' ourse. he input de es
may v ry a d y or two as between arrival date in Coral G b e and
fi rst 'd ssroom' dey.

2 .
Cou s e Numbe s . e s stem of numbering adopted was for e rs t t o 6gures to

de ine the year t e ours e would output and the hird fi gure o be e
sequence of outp . Th i w s not applied to the t o sma l c urses
41 E nd 41 F.
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Af lEX 1 (Co t d

3. . y e e l re reno s hav b en found show t e in n e
Input pl nned, i.e. i om 3rd July 1941, 15 pup s ever 7 w eks.

er all oour es h d fh s p ecise numbe is no1 kn wn.

4. Da e of Ou ut. These re atur lly a mix pl nned d t s and k wn d tes.

5. . e numbers st o n re ken rom 1 e R .F. De ega on,G dua d Washin n, r po ts t r Min t in PRO AIR 45, 11 nd 12, e ep
for t te fi rst t o cour es.

6. Cou se N° 42 3. In August 1 1 it w rran d t el minee pilats from U.S.
schoo s would be se t to the R.C F. Composi e Training Sc oo
Trertb n. ntario r reseled on, nd posted a appropriate o n
R.C.A . sd ool r P.A A s aol o U.S. N vy ( Towe s Sc eme)
Pens oole, Florida.As a n ult the 6 st Pib t eliminees e ente d to Course 42
(30.01.42) nd on nued to enter p rt of a l course up to the
lest ane, 42 (0 .07.42).U T Ob e ver d re rom the U.K. nti nued o upp emen ese

ur es but t e Numkers-mix are unfvr una y not known.

7 . To l numbers App ndix B2 of ir Publi on AP
.3 233 'Flyin Tr ining Vol.ll ,Gr du ed_ P rt II, Ove eas' gives P.A.A. total output as 1177_

(d s epan y a ot be id n ec .

In rma on Re e s - H. . Publ c Reoo d e. Kew.
The ollowing re t e da met ex mine d at the H.M. Public Reco rd o ,

Kew, om whid t e re given irrorma on sumr rised.

1. PR Ref. AIR110 5 51 - A.P 3233 1 9 -1945 Roy l Air Fo rce Flyin Tr ining . Volume 1
Poli and P nning. (M .of D. Air Hi t ric l Br nch origin)

2 . PRO Re . AIR 20 13 8 - B tis h Fly ng Trainin in U.S . 'A oki cheme '
.(Air Member for Training papers)

3. PRO Ref_ A R/41 70 - Air His ic l Br n Narr tive - lyin Tre inin 1939-1945.Yolume II- Org nis ation Bas Tra nin , Fl i Tr ining-Part II
o ver e s.

4 .
PRO Ref

.
RJ45/11 • epo fr om R F

_
Dele gatio , Was hing n to Chie f of Air

nd 12 St , Air Minis y .
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Note on use o 'U Ob erv ' not

Before and during th ear y y of the 1939-1945 wa , the ir f ew emberresponsible fo observing and nevigating w s kno n a n Air Ob en er and was ined atan Air Of s er er Navigatio Sc ool (AONS), and pers onnel entering tr nin up o 19 2 wereknown s U/ Air Observ . But in 1942 be ause navgating t sks h d b ome morespec sed, p rt ul rly in Bomber Command a d Figh er Com t r (night i gh er role), a lA r Observers were rec tegori sed as N igab s w h a r le spe c tion, e.g. Navig to ,Nav gator (B mb Aim r) Navigator (Radio). etc. In he nan tive 'U/ T Ob erve ' has beenused as ths was e R.A.F. tr nee designation of the personnel sent to e P.A. U SNavy navi a on sc oo s.

aNN xIv We'll Be Seeing You !
ditori l e t re Miami i

_ • 15f ober t

1 E LAST of the Roy l Air For ade s have been graduated irom the e rialn vig on sc oo l at he Ur versity of Mi mi
.

( on 14th Ocb ber t 9 2 ).They make pl ce for our o n o diers and s ilors .By next wee k they will be ttlin in the d ouds for the reedom of e w rld. For two yea st ese young Briti shers have been suc ee ing one anothe r,
d ss a ter d ass, until eye pa rt o f he o m munity. Ma ny o f the g rad uate s have e e n ' wr te n o i n fl ig htsover Euro pe ageinst our ommon enemy. To t e rest we wish a st ut heart, good ghte nd hap py l nd ing s . In bidd ing t e m are we ll, Me t po lita n M m i (e e ls a tug at th ehe rt..

he e boys, whose t nguage , tams nd he t gc of libe r y re the same as ours,have left hmd an inde lible imprint of riendliness and brothefi ood th t will remain b r thelast gun of r has bee n s lled.So i s 'Cheerio' and r e'II be seeing you again, we hope,on Miami Shores when pe ce has co at last to a _w ary ror d.
l i

THE MAKING OF A P
_

ATHFINDER
_(Author M ry Hill, Publisher Mer in Books)

M Hill h d o ned the Womens Royal Na y Servi e in 1 4, (known s ren ') wta env rds she worked r nin e vears in Germany followed bv y-six re ars in Ameri a.Tw nry four of those year h d been spent mainly in the eld of publc e airsin ormation s erv s be fore re turrung to England, nd it w s here t at s he opened-up a veryold unk and discovere lette s that hed been written to her by a young R y Air Forcec det from the time he h entered th e servioe.D GLAS KNIGHT WILUAMS d s ibed b her the eventf l e pe nce of reachingTUSCALOOSA A abam , in Arnold Scheme Clas s SE42-O nd of h Iater s t y at GUNTERFIELD where he became one of the 43% of entr ants diverted rom PILOT Training to be omea NAV GATOR thro u h P A j e l Course 4 /4

His destiny w s Europe here he was leter killed whilst fl ying PATHFINDER bornb,ng raido e Ge any in t at very ne twin-engine wooden MOSQUITO air reftBoth m le and em e readers of the paper-f c may read, in hose lette he h sent bM ry Hill, e emo on l t oughts and f e sense of what war w dofng e youngez-Arnold- P.A.A. cadet .
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T b under o the Amold S hem R is e •
No an B . h d be n ken o v s it rs Ne ll

Sut on, ( he W r V d w of Jo eph S o t e 42 5). o e trusted b him le t rs end

o i,er be on i g o her husb . t w s to be but one of seve l simil r requests m de to

b o re l v s , n t s tt os e s f at ha e kept him s e df stl ho ding f m

f n f pu e he a ea d n 19 5. The Obje ve bein Y to the

h rd wo k of er in9 n mes. lhei sur i l st s. buildin tf ir s r ice h ar

i in Course l s d th uttima pl em f of a fi n l p odud of the st ge r d in t e

e e e a ay b d c g ro und know e e th t he iO h n A ic n
a

ed a not oont n al C ur e member _a o Am d ns for a PAA
Th la John Lo bb n of Co u e 42/B had als o m de a pea l Ple

is ter o be r e d a on s de that of the Pilo t ' Re t r-

Subs quen . wf en the A ald he e pik s Re er h d run ell into ree-figu

numbers ar wide •
Owe D I e of PAA C u< e 41/ 1 t o tf role of PAA Reg ' r

d ry n lo us ly esta l h d pro uc! You re d t bo k et, It nvo lve him i

s e Publ R cords O ae . 9uide b Edg pri 9e on of SE42 G. nd

en rd wo ft e in d fa in t e exa format nd py t t s now being

d d • I f en d the t k of t y n bu d a number af sun o to

ju y ne d or an in rm t on vi v fer News-l t e end A old News boo kle . but

e f y n d c urse L sts.

t e P me ri n A n a ri ne d s w s 1es we e quired by t e Un e rs ity
w h i s ir cb r Mr Fr nk R dg r ,

oi Mi mi Libr es. so n e od

d wi h ro s r of His D Ert e i Dr lbert s Guinn of ou h arol a. in an efi rt o

t ce C ur e Ls s rel n9 h c dets.

T L st of C r e 41/1 ( lso kno n s 41 G) aPP a ed in th mi Daily New ' (14th

er 1941]. wh s Li t nd p o h of in en in C urse 42/1 me fr om t e B se

mag z n : e mo e t ew h also come om en wl'o e ed the Re9 T ese tarm:-

pP I AT LY ONE RD E PA SC EME NA ES

PRISE IS PAA REGIST R
A D ITS RE C TASK-

Am d Sc e T k-Fo e embe A r As burey and Norm n Bate undertoo re e rc

Ce l urch of he Roy l Air Force , St Cleme t D n , wh re t ma y and huge

volu e f Rd l of Ho our e held, a d n llow-up wor c os he ro d he

Pub c Re o ds oe S C t e ri us e
U

he e
are ld el

s
e here d

e
ot

n
yet

O E of he n o e4 s (
held.]d ed r Cour /1 and 42 a d e w ather n mes urre y

e PA .O. vo ume o te e p ull o s ° B Number, r nk, nd ye ar of de _

n n h d similer e c e . n now t lume h s be n revised s me

mo v s its a e re qui ed s ho y. We s hall need to res o to e ng endu s no book et

The res rc e res ide at oppos i po in of 1h om s d t ave l up t 200 mile s e n

inv s 9 ro n 80 nem Per vis it in a not es p d a ly re l lighte d co ve ie nt vro ing

loc ti on, o s r ins r Pl d upo r . legs. y s, m rno , Y sitor clso see to

en e th in he pin hem too . T n m s nd buik ing os ute ti m s dd to P ble ms ,

not th le s t be ingt s e inv ng ' ts f r in e xce s ot s ubs ip ion income - e

d y e ne Requi d Trad c ert nfy e lps to ove rco neg re ures and a

ng t n t e e hour ebseno . ( Urt Pi ot/O cat 9a< ! 1
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INT ODUCTON TO HE PA REGIS

NEX ST :- COMMON EA TH WAR GRAVES CO MISSI

When a n me oomes up s a C sualty t sho n as su h in this bookle . Ii t e ppe s
in One ot the several C GC 'Parts' (books) he A o d Scheme Reg ster had purc ased you
will observe some 'direc o y inform tion has been g n. O e i e t e norm l proceedure
wouk be to see k is n fr om t e War Grave Comm s s ion. ey are now t M nu l
end Compute sati on, and prob bly f ce e que tion of h ges for sped c seard es.

T e emerging pat e is one refl ec ing a high c su lty r , h h Prisoner of War ra e, nd
an unknown peroent ge of injuries, nd the hint of this i also refl ec ed in part s of th s
booklet_ Owen's work has in f gi en creden to d im that we have rged a rm
foundation to ins pire muc younger folk to on empl e 6nding out mo e about men w o a e
drawn into w r . ne is ble to see tha a querter of t e founder ntembers spe t ti me a
Prisoner of War or been involved w th underground workers ' , and unknown numbers maybe
injured. Some had already been battl e-hard ed be ore d during the f ll of Fra e.

e Atl antic sailin s of the member was seldom oomplete y une e tful, a d many B iti sh
nd Canadian s ilors lost their lives s ving their vessel from being orpedoed by U bo s.

[Nor an Bate's Canadi oousin Leonard Ba e of O tario had been on e Bridge of the
Co e e 'Sp ken rd' dunng its h rd t m o ir eroept he or edo th t s n t ins y wi h
ll but one or two bedly injured ilors, only one being ble o describe the t gedy].

We who h ve st rted t historical proje are now in our mid seventies and eigh es a d
we hope that t e ' rni of b sic ontent in ihis t ook et may be an inspir t on for Air C det
and Combined Foroes Cade s b on ude that our be a ed 'p per• is Nat e b d show,
ch p ' , nd at they may never overlook lessons t t hi ory ea es. For thos members
of today t ere is one importa cond uding senten e:-

LET THESE WORQS BE OUR RE E R CE

F N te MBE : RAFVR 1 41-1945 (SE42 -F USAAC 194 1- 1 43) ,
RAu AF

,
RA V T) o 1983 .

r We y our res the Briti sh and C nadian Sailor
DEST ROYER RAMS TO RPEDO

TO SAVE 1. 0 R.A.F. FLIERS
Exp re ta ep o r e r D ilx

_
Ex re s s S a urd

_
Fe bru ry 2 1, 19 2

Five mon hs oi bit er wir ter war ha e swept e grey Af erttic.
From there o mes a story

which c n now be told - one oi e greatest of the sea.
A fast liner of 15

,
000 t ns sailed

ho m a C nadi n port bo und o r S tland .
Ab oa rd he r we re mo re ha n 1 ,

00 R
.
A

.
F

. p o ts ,
Observe nd Navi a rs, eac w th at least 12 mon hs Ayin in th s oountry ,

in the Uni ed
S t te s arm y s d o o ls and unde r the A r trainin Sc he e in C na da . A t o us ar ye a s o t
tr aining .

A thousand sk led
,

frt r e .
She sailed w h a destr oy r nd or tl e esoo In t e

dange r zone al rm bells shrilled through t e ship.
What h ppened next is t ld by one of the

ew of the liner.
7 e destroye r,

he sa d
, me between the torpedo and th e lin r . ere

was a te r ifi c e xplo s o n as t e to rpe o to re into the de s tr o ye r.
Am o ke towe e d up in a

s a i a al pall. Wre ckag e raine d do wn o n the line rs de c ks ar into t e s e a . Whe n the
s m o ke d e are d , the w atc he rs o n the line r s a w hat e re was noth ing e xce pt a patch o f o il

a nd a e w s p rs bobb ing o n tf e Atl antic . 10 s ailo r nd an o ld de s tro ye r f r 1 ,0 0 pilo ts
and a f st tine r.

Th e liner had to s on.
No p use to pid c up sun ivors whilst the subma ine

sti ll lurked
.

Only seven men were seved by the corvette before she sped a er the liner.
Late r the ale rm be lls r ng ag ain , s na lling ano e r s ub a ne .

Th e RAF me n we re orde re d
down elow. When they c rne ba c t ey noti d grim satisfacti n on the f ces of the
c e w . Th t s ubm rine had b e n ' de a t with' . T e Iine re ache d po rt and its c rg o de live re d

.
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